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HEADQUARTERS
401ST SOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)

REPORT OF OPERATIONAL

DAY

MISSION SUMMARY REPORT

MISSION # 184 Date 27 December 1944
ASSIGNMENT

1. Assigned Target: GEROLSTELN, GERMANY

2, Gmit-m"ua The 40lst furnished three 12 A/C Squadrons for the 94th "("

1.

Group, One PFF A/C wes included in each squadron and a GH A/C
was included in both of lead and high squadrons. A spare
accompanied each formation.

EXECUTION
~ Target Bombed: GEROLSTEIN, GERMANY (Lead & Low)
8T, VITH, BELGIUM (High)
8. Group Leader: Major A, H, CHAPMAN (Mercer)
Lead Wavigators 1st Lt. L. E. GASKINS (Dresbach- "Mickey Operator")
Extra Navigator: Capt. C, M. SMITH

Lead Bombardiers lst Lt. T, J. EKLEFISCH

b, Low Squadron Leader: Cept. E. W, COLEMAN

Lead Navigators lst Lt. A, C, WILHELM (Peterson- "Hickey Operator™)
Lead Bombardier: 1st Lt, E. K. STOUT

cs  High Squadron Leader: 1st Lt, J. J. CHRISTENSEN

Lead Navigator: lst Lt. P, J. KING
Lead Bombardier: 1st Lt. M. E. McCLENDON
Fliﬂ Over Ehndl

8¢ Takeoffs

Takeoff was normal, although a number of airceraft had difficulty
taking off. 38 A/C were airborue, one failed to take off.

be Squadron and Group Assemblies:

Squadron eand Group assemblies; over Cottesmore were very slow in that
& large number of ships had trouble starting engines andquite a few crews
to change ships after "engine time". At briefed time to depart point "f'
o ]l =
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Mission Summary Report (Cont'd)
3. b. (Continued)

only 26 ships were in formation. It was decided to hold the group and
go direct to C P # 1, The group departed with 30 A/C from point "Y" 9
minutes late.

cs Route Over ln_‘_llnd:

Direct to C P # 1 the group piecked up 2 ships enroute, Arrived at
CP4#1on time on course with 32 A/C and fell in briefed # 6 position
in coluwmn directly behind 94th "B",

4, Attack:

a. Flight to Target:

Maintained briefed course and positions in colum and picked up 2
ships enroute to target. A%'IP visual bombing was announced and the
squadrons uncovered for the run., The lead squadron bombed the primary
with excellent results after a very small bombing run, The low squadron
also bombed the primary while the high squadron bombed a target they were
not briefed on. No flak encountered.

bs  Bombing Run:
Lead Squadrons

Conditions were visual all the way from the coast on in, The last
leg of the route just before the IP was on practically the same course as
the bomt run so the pre-determined course and tate could Le established
very well, The group passed over the IP on course and used a stream and
railroad as the main checkpoints. There was snow on the ground but the
wooded areas also showed up quite well, The two woods on either side of
the target were identified, and then the nearby town, and finally the
marshalling yard itself., Bombs were salvoed at 12065, The others dropped
with a 30 ft. intervalometer setting, The AFCE worked fine, Results were
observed to be excellent,

Low Squadron:

Weather was CAVU, The IP was made good and the squadrons came in
for a nice bomb run, The target was easy to find because the wooded
areas stood out very well against the background of snow, Drift and
tanget were pre-get 0 and ,425 respectively and turned out to be 2 L and
+44, showing how few corrections were necessary., Bombs were salvoed by
the lead and dropped with a 30 ft. intervalometer setting by all others,
AFCE was 0,K, Results were excellent.

High Squadrons

The high squadron came to the IP with the rest of the :roup, as
briefed. Since it was continually overrumnning the Lead and Low Squadrons
it was decided to make a 360° turn to allow them to get well ahead of the
high squadron before it started the bomb run. After the turn the IP
wasn't identified again. Smoke was seen rising from a target just ahead

- z -



DECLASSIFIED PER _Tﬁ@
BY “>% NARA DATE_|Jg\\\ i

Mission Summary Report (Cont'd)
4, be (cmti.nuod

High Squadrons (Gont'a)

of us, It was checked and thought to be the primary target. Synchronization
was made on the marshalling yards there, The lead salvoed; all others used
a 30 ft, intervalometer setting, The AFCE was O, K« Results were seen

to strike the marshalling yards. (Upon return it was ascertained that

this was S4e Vith)

ce Flight from Target:

Lead and Low reglevouzed immediately after bombs away. The High Sq.-
wandered off course on the bomb run and got cut off from the group on the
withdrawal by another groups After about 10 minutes, however, & rally
was effected and the High 8q. joined formation.

d. Return _tg_ Base:

Group remained above haze layer wntil Wing breek-up point, The High
and Low Squadrons were sent to their stand off area while the lead smme
in for a landing at the base with 800 yards visibility., Ships had
considerable difficulty landing but after 2 hours all were down safely
at home base. '

(- '“th’r 1

Weather wwer continent and target area was CAVU, some haze in low
spots, snow covered ground., Fog experienced on return to base,

f. Fighter Support:
Fighter support was adequate.

ge Comments on Formation:

High Squadron formation was poor a large part of the time and entire
Squadron over ran the lead several times, The Lead and Low formation was
good and especially so on the bomb run.

h, Conclusions and Recommendationss

A number of ships did not get off the ground because of difficulty
in starting engines in the extreme colds It is recommended that if possible
heaters be obtained for heating engines before starting on cold days.

6o Aircraft Not Attacking:

Lead Squadron: A/C 42-31891 - Not Sorties. Returned early because pilot
could not catch formation after he had been
forced to use a ground spare,

A/C 42-37602 - Wot Sortie. Returned early because of in=-
ternal failure of # 8 engine.
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Mission Summary Report (Cont'd)

Te

10,

Enemy Opposition:

No air opposition encountered (see Flak Report for flak)

Battle Dmggl
Ma jor Minor To Flak

1 ? 10

Casualties; None
Statistical Swmary of Operations: (See attached form)

Bombing Datas

. Observations:

X Lead Squadrons Results were excellent - 50% withing 1000' and 100% X

within 2000t,
Low Squadron: Unappraised but results appeared to be good. (No pix)
High Squadron: Excellent >gsults on the target selected.

bs Disposition of Bombs:

Lead Squadron: All of the 10 A/C EET bombed the primary target,
dropping 176 X 250§ M57 and 20 X 5004 ML7 IB's. Two
A/C aborting returned to base 36 X 250# M57 and 4 X
M17 IB bombs,

Low Squadron: All of the 12 scheduled A/C EET and bombed the pr
target, dropping 215 X 250§ M57 and 24 X 5004 M17 IB's.
The spare returned to base 18 X 250§ M57 and 2 X 5004
M17 bombs,

High Squadrons All of the 12 scheduled A/C EET and bombed a selected
T e ey target (ST. Vith) and dropped 211 X 250 M57 and 24 X 500f
M57 and 2 IB's,
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Mission Summary Report (Cont'd)

10, e, Tebular Summary of Disposition of Bombs:

Aircraft Bombs

Over  Bomb- Nume
Target ing  ber Size Type

Main Bombfall 22 22 390  250f WMB7
44 500§ w17

Other Attacks: (ST. VITH) 12 2 (n = M57
( 24 M7

Total Bombs on Target &soz 25 ME7

68 5 M7

Other Expenditures - - -

Bombs Returned ( 72 260# MB7

(.8 5004 M7

Total (Loaded on A/C Taking Off) 678 2 M57
76 L7

11, Lost Aircraft:

Submitted Bys

W. DAUBLE,
Captain, Air Corps,
Statistical Officer,
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SUSJECT: Lead Naviator's Narrative of Raid on,_ _ .

s e T T

HLADQUARTZIRS
FOUR HUNDRLED FIRST LOVSARDYGNT GLOU2 (H)
Office of the Navi:ation Officer—

Date _27 pea. 1944

e 08 v

: Cormandin; Officer, Four Hundred First Lovwbard-ent Group (H),

APO 557, U. 8. Ary.
l. Fli:ht >lan and Lo; attached.
2. Trac': Chart attached.
3. MNarrative.

a. T/0 at o845 hours.

b. Grou> for-ed at 3100% hours on _ geotteamope Puncher .

at _ 10,000 ft.

¢. Win: asse~bly was com>leted at 1036% hours at glastor
d. Route over &n:land was (not)_ flown as briefed.

e

€. I-:etiio-:lés"*of Naeviation over En :.land.
Gee, Pilotage, D.f.

@roup was not formed on time at bunchep -

o g e

A= s .

f. Division fsrmation was joined at ]gagihoura at Glsctont

3« Fli:ht to I2 was (ngs) as briefe

h. Methods of naviation to the I.P.

—— =

m. ) Pilowe

i. Bo"b rmm.

(1) Actual I. P. was (n-%as briefed.

(2) True headin: over tar et

(3) Actual Drift e
(4) Altitude over Tard -;e% "
(5) Tine zobs Away : : ,
(6) Wind used for borpin: .
(7) 1iethod of tarset iient:ﬁ&%?&on.

Visual
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(8) Difficulties on borb run.
Hone

(¢) Weather over Tarzet.

CAVU
(10) Axis of withdrawal 186 T.f. .
Grou) rally was accomylished at at
Win: rally weas accom>lished at at
Division rally was accorJlished at at

F1i:ht hove was (ngkk as briefed.

lethods of navijation on return route.
aee, Filotage, Be.R.

Winds aloft were (Ba#) called out to the forration.
Fizhter rendezvous were (npe#) as briefed.

Performance of equijs-ent.

(1) Mickey 0O.K.

(2) Gee C.K.

(3) Radio Consass QeKe
(4) Flux:ate Okl

{5) Other Iguiosrent ©.%.

/8/ 6. ¥. Smith

hrs.

hrs.
hrs.

Ce M. BRITR
Mptram’ ks G

Lead Navi:iator.s Lead 3q.
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HZADQUARTZIRS
FOUR HUNDRLD FIRLT LOVSARDYENT GROUZ (H)
Office of tne Navi:ation Officer—
Oate 27 Dec. 1544 L
SUBJECT: Lead Navi-ator's Narrative of Raid on__ s 4 ,k.'
TO ¢ Commandin; Officer, Four Hundred First ~:r‘oari~ent, Group (rI),
APO 557, U. S. Ar- Ve _ b
l. Fli:ht >lan and Lo: attached.
2. Trac': Chart attached.
3. MNarrative.
0844
a. T/0 at _hours.
bes Group forred at 3886 hours on Gottesmore lncher...
at 10, Eee % e =
c. Win: asse~bly was comleted at hours at .
d. Route over in:land was (not) flown as briefed.
Left Buncher late and hesded strttghg"{g?_aoalt.-
S )

e .

'-—-_.“__‘

€. r-ieth-.o-:ls "of Navi:ation over Zn :land.
ge and Geé
f. Division formation was joined at 1045 hours at o
« Fli:ht to IP was (#5%) as brief -

h. Methods of navi:ation to the I.P.
Pilotage, Gee

1, Bo"b M. : ; e 2

(1) Actual I. P. was (#%¥) as briefed.

(2) True headin: ovgr . tar et 120 o .

(3) Actual Drift 3

(4) Altitude over Tar e& :1'§000 .

(5) Tie sobs Away )

(6) 'find used for bo-bin. =07 15K >

(7) 1iethod of tar }eti identification. e
.. dee -
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(8) Difficulties on bord run.

Prop wash caused gyro to tumble just before
bonbse awvaey.

(¢) Weather over Tar-zet.

Glear
(10) Axis of withdrawal 190 .
je Grou) rally was accomylished at at hrs.
e Win; rally was accomlished at at nrs.
1. Division rally was accorylished at at hrs.

m. Fli: ht hove was (nﬂii as briefed.

ne. Metnods of navization on return route.
Gee, Fllotage

0. Winds aloft were (not) called out to the for-stion.
2« Fithter rendezvous were (nﬂi} a8 briefed.

Qe Performance of equioyrent.

(1) Mickey

(2) e e

(3) Radio Conijass good
(5) Other Iguisrent

A. C, WILHEIM
_"'WC' ¥ TER" 13

Leed Navigator.. Low Sq.
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HEADQUARTZIRS
FOUR HUNDRED FIRST LOVSARDVINT GROUZ (H)
Office of the Naviation Officer—
Date _27 Bee., 1044
SUBJECT: Lead Navi-zator's Narra,tive of Raid (- s s 7S T3 5 VT T
TO ¢ Commandin; Officer, Four Hundred First sowbardment Group (H),
APO 557) Ua S- AI"'“y.
1. Fli:cht jlan ani Los attached.
2. Trac't Chart attached.
3. Narrative.
3 a. T/0 at 1004 hours.
b. G&Grou) formed at _ hours on _unchey..
at o e e
¢. Win: asse~bly was comleted at hours at .
d. Route over :#in:land was (not) flown as priefed.
We hed to land dus to windshield ulns
o and Wt flew direct to C.P. 1 o
\-—\

e

€. .Methdds of Naviz:ation over En: land.
) @ee, Pllo‘l‘.&;l Ak e

f. Division formation was joined at hours at L
3+ Fli:nt to IP was (gat) as brief

h. lMethods of navization to the I.P.
Pllotage, Miokey, dee

i, Bo'b rmm. ;  icar®®

(1) Actual I. P. was (not) as briefed. .. 20
5 miles south

True headin: over tar jet e
Actual Drift 2 39

Altitude over Tar et 23@

Tine pombs Away :

Wind used for bovDin: _ 1303 .

lethod of tarcet identiflceation. Pl

Vizual

T T P
=1 WU O
S St S St gt Vo
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(8) Difficulties on borb run.
; None

(2) Weather over Tarzet.

GAVU
(10) Axis of withdrawal 130 4
Grou) rally wes acco-ylished at at
Win: rally wes accon>lished at at
Division rally was accorylished at at

Fli :ht ho~e was (not) as briefed.

We wepre alone on Bomb run due to 360°
at .2

Methods of navizaiion on return route.
Pillotage

Winds aloft were (not) called out to the formation.
Fithter rendezvous were (not) as briefed.

saw few Tlgaters

Performance of equijy-ent.

(1) Mickey oK

(2) Gee oK

(3; Radio Consass OK

(4) Fluxzate ©Oui

(5) Other Iquiosrent OK

Pgul K

hrs,
hrs.
hrs.

UL Ki
Iat Lta: A Ge

Lead Navi:ator., High S5q.
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_i0lst Group st BD . Ga Date ~f _27 DEC 44
H T*' i
| LEADS8Q ' THIGN SQ } LOW $Q
¢ | PFF -~ GH PFF ~ GH'

—Lo No. of AfC Failing t- Tnke O ||

s No. of A Airbarne . -
; ..B3s_No. of Af Airhorae Lesc. Spaiedqi .

4. N>, of A/ Srriics

§. No, of A/C Astackizg

e e e

—

f } 1
T
1
H
L
]
H

B 1 e m—— e
L}
i

. LGH 12

S

By No. af A/ Yoo Attacking

Sl .'ﬂig.) Barly dsturns ineluded

Name ¢f Priwvapy Tarcet

i l2) Mo of /0 AtdSeking - | B f el

(b) ¥o., Siis & type of bomb

e
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o
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1 GH ' 11
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8, Name of Secrndary___&:._r:'e':.

(a) No xf AJ Livsoking

(b) No., Sizel type [ Bumbs i

....9s _Name of Lest Resort Target .

(a) No. of A/C ittacking

(11) Nu., 8ize & +ype of Dombs |

mm;w, chuaity
L

— k@) W 6 8L /0 Attacking O T S E i
M (h) A Size, & type of B v*‘qa_i, 5 |
e | AR Y
11, Beme of Darpet Opperbtumity . .. o .

(a) Nr. of fx_,_o"i.' Ithackiag

(b) RFe,, S8ize 2 type of Bomb

i .

12. Ne of A/ Lost - TOL.L

15, - to Fnerv. A
16. - to Peceotident

17 ~ To lnonomwn 1
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STAT SUMMARY (Cont'd)

-

LEAD HIGH LOW

18, Time of Takeoff 0845 1004 0844
19, Time of ittack " 12064 1201 © 1204
2. _Average Time of Flight 3‘: 5.4 5.5 5.6
21. Altitude of Release _ 22700 23,676 20,820
22, Visual or PFF Vis vis VIS
25, Enemy Resistance - Ak IntAcdl NOWE NONE NONE
24, - Fighters ) it -
25. - Bombers 2 v —
26, U.S, iL/E; Engaged by Enemy 4/C = - -

GOOD en
27. Degree of Success

PFF A/C Borrowed from Groups as foﬂlm:

PFF 4/C Loaned to Groups as Followdl:

NOTES :

2 GH A/C Berrewed frem 384th Greup
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I""-.DIA.G'FORM
12 E. Wodified
1-9-44 401st BG APO 5357

COMBAT BOMBING FLIGHT RECORD

DATE
—&¥-Sev 196

TAKE OFF 084

NAVIGATOR _ L, GESKINS, L, SuITH

AL RPLANE

JING o4th @ GROUP 401s¢ SQD tond LANDED 3408

OBJECTIVE

LETHOD OF ATTACK

NUMBER A/C I GROUP 10

N

Individual Fligho Sq!_qdron Group ing

(MPI)

COMPOSITE GROUP

DEFLECTION »ND RaNGE SIGHTING GROUP Lead-4/0 COMPOSITE GROUP

LULBER :‘L/C DROPPILG BOMBS BY O4N SIGHTING OPiRr~TIOL: 1 w

BOLBS, TYPES AND SIZES R8O M BT

FUSING: LOSE TAIL

BOLBS, TYPES AlD SIZES — 5004 % 37

FUSING: NOSE TAIL
———

NUMBER OF BOLIBS LOADED 196 4 57 20 3a

INFORLATTION aT RELEASE POINT:
altitude of Target

L
True Altitude sbove target 28%¢

Ind. Altitude 23200

Pressure alt of target

C-I wileS e I"

— i —ir—
Wind Direc letro

Wind Veloc..etro

D.3 Trail ATF

-

Tan. Dede Est Actusal

—— -~

Mean Temp: letro Actual

-3 —wie—
Type of Release: Lead a/C
—Salvg—

C-l Pilot ‘. A=DH

-

RELEASED
Weor—2o I —

Temp Aloft: Metro 22 Actuel

—abd—
klag Head,order 208 Actual 322
True Heading 15
D;'ift, Est Py Actual .
True Track -
Actual Range 9781
B.S.Type ey
Time 6f Release “.i

Intervalometer Setting 3084
Length of Bombing Run Goud I

Manual Pilot

Type of Release: Other A/C

—S0F%
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\‘"—iD.A.G.FURH
12 E. ilodified
1-9~-44 401st BG APO 557
COMBAT BOMBING FLIGHT RECORD

BOMBARDIER . DATE __ 27 Deoc 1844

L MOCLENDON
PILOT ; E—— TAKE OFF 0888
NAVIGATOR AT RPLANE
WING "eRoUP I SQDN __ g LANDED 1566
OBJECTIVE (MPI) h
METHOD OF ATTACK

' Individual Fﬂmon Group wing
NULBER A/C IN GROUP - COMPOSITE GROUP

DEFLECTION &lD RaNGE SIGHTILG GROUP Load ALGC COMPOSITE GROUP

LU:BER A/C DROPPILG BUMBS BY O4l SIGHTING OPER.TION: 1 v;

BOLIBS, TYPES AND SIZES 57 FUSING: NOSE !tg Tall I/”

BOLBS, TYPES AkD SIZES FUSING: KOSE we Tall -

e
NUMBZR OF BOLIBS LOADED 3134 67 24-18 RELEASED 2116 24 1B

IHFORUATION AT RELEASE POILT:

altitude of Target Temp Aloft: Metro __ =8¥ Actuel 57

SELT  Emmeaesmaes

True Altitude above target Wag Head,order 108 Aotuel 182

07— S
Ind. Altitude True Heading We /39

e 2 e T m .~ =
Pressure alt of target Drift, Est 0 Actual 2R
=538 g
Altimeter setting True Track 124
2098

CelsiinS~ T.A.S, Actual Range m

e i
G.S. Est actual B.S.Type =9

S -y e
s Wind Direc idetro Lotual 330 Time ¢f Release / llq
. Wind Veloc.letro ictual Intervalometer Settin 0fe
—p T —a :
D.S Truil a‘l‘F 'Length of Bombing Run 90sec
Pan.. Diedkd Est HActual #C -1 Pilot Yo 4~5 '
ilean Temp: Metro Actual Manual Pilot
w1l —al .

Iype of Release: Lead 4/C Type of Release: Other A/C 307

— SRV —
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i?’.DIA.G-FORM
12 E. Wodified
1-9-44 401st BG APQO 5357

COMBAT BOMBING FLIGHT RECORD

BOMBARDIER __ &g, gtouy , DATE 29 pes 1044

PILOT _ 8. GoLEMAN TAKE OFF _gaag
NAVIGATOR _ L%, WALIAN AT RPLANE

WING 94th GROUP 401s% SQDN _ Low LANTED 3geg
OBJECTIVE Gerolstein, Germmy (MPI) |

METHOD OF ATTACK

T "

Individual [ighc Squgdron Group :ing
NULBER A/C IN GROUP 12 COMPOSITE GROUP
DEFLECTION &UD RaNGE SIGHTING GROUP peed lﬂ CONPOSITE GROUP

kUHBER A/C DROPPILG BOiBS BY Owl SIGHTING OPER~TION: 3 w

BOLBS, TYPES AND SIZES 208 M 67 FUSING: NOSE 3/30  TATL 3/s0
BOMBS, TYPES kD SIZES S00% i 19 FUSING: NOSE TAIL
NUMBLR OF BOLBS LOADED gig M §Y 24 1B RELEASED gugep 2478

IHFORIIATTON AT RELEASE POTINT:

Altitude of Target 1180 Temp Aloft: Metro 52 Actual 3
True Altitude sbove target 20820 ljag Head,order 108 Aotual 120

Ind. Altitude 22000 True Heading 380
Pressure alt of target =348 Drift, Est g $am 2 Actual 21
Altimeter setting 20,98 True Track ua
Cel.ieSe 150 I.4.8. 150 actual Range 5L 7984
GeSe Est 18z ‘actual 1985 B3 .Type _uee

’ Wind Direc ietro 110 notuel 180 Time 6f Release 1204

. Wind Veloc.uetro _ag actual 17 Intervalometer Setting gzape

D.S 158 Trail 84 ATF $8.45 Length of Bombing Run 58miles

Tan. Ded. Est . Actual 4 -C~1 Pilot Yag  ~~5
tlean Temp: letro oll Actual 9 ianusl Pilot

Type of Release: Lead A/C Salve Type of Release: Other A/C S0£%

=
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CONFIDENTIAL
HEADQUARTERS J
401ST BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Communications Officer

AAF Sta 128, APO 557

Reference Field Order 589 . 27 DECEMBER

SUBJECT: Communications Report, Operational Mission No 18l .

TO : Commending Officer, 40lst Bomb Gp (H), AAF Sta 128, APO 557,

SECTION ONE - USE OF RADIO NAVIGATIONAL AIDS

1. Radio Beacons used: 2. MF/DF Fixes
Splashers 9! 3 HF/DF‘ Bearings

2ﬂ
Fixed Beacons 4, VHF/DF Homings
Bunchers, England 5. Distress Action
Bunchers, Continent 6. Total A/C using Gee

SECTION TWO - USE OF PFF

H2X Micro=H

1. Total A/C dispatched 3
2. Total A/C over target 3
3. Total sets usable for bombing 9

SECTION THREE - USE OF RCM

1, Total A/C using Carpet 3Ly

2. Total A/C releasing Chaff 2
3. Total number of units released 10,0

SECTION FOUR - ACTUAL DEFICIENCIES BY EQUIPMENT

l. Interphone 6. Gee

2. VHF 7. H2X, XXXbOeH

3. Compass 8. Carpet

4, Iddioon 9. IFF

5. Command 10. SCS-51 NOT USED

SECTION FIVE - REMARKS

HAROLD M. KENNARD, JR.
AT Qagpt-,..ﬁlr Corps,
IR N § S Com ,éz

194l
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REPORT ON A.A. GUNFIRE.
BOMBARDMENT GROUP (HV)

01

ASS IGNED. LN ] e 8 & .- 8 o ® &5 o 9 8 58
1. TARGET: gerclsteid, Lbiiany DATE OF MISSION.gas e+

BOPﬂBE"D. L B L ) - - e & 9 ¢ 2 8 M

terrsny
5. ROUTE AS FLOWN:
As Briefed
5 1 AT TARGET , ENROUTE
]

“’EATHER—-- ° .. ° C O . DR I
Cdva’ = 2 X4ght "grotdd hhié Cavi 's BrOddd hidd

C[ A S ere e & & "0 8 0 0w . 5 8 6 T 0 00 &0 0% alo o a g 0 .lll......l.l.l.l..
ONTRAI LS Woid ok

SEEN"UNSEEN - s s e et e

.iillnlhl‘-l....U.-U._.-..I.llll.‘lI...Il.l.l..l.
L. DESCRIPTION OF FLAK AT TARGET:

5. FLAK ENCOUNTERED OR OBSERVEL Eulf'-’:OU'I'E: (IN CRDER EXPERIENCED)

Soattered bursts along route back in vieinity of (5009 = 0S44Z)., Reported
%o be from 4 gun batvery, leager but accurate, :

6. CHAFF; HOW DISCHARGED? s svveoses

" 48 00 8 BB 0 A0S S8 eSS DSBS S0 SN RS sEss

O. DETAILS:- _ |
=, ' : il T HIE
3QDN3 NO . DAMAGE R/C LOST TO AXTS OF Q&ER HE | GHT
POS. A/C | MAJ. MIN, H# AA EA ACC UK HATTIC WITH ‘-[';",' f;."\-ET
l.r ! = .
Iead 10 - = - - - - 20 m 23,000
High wij - e« [ =] =] = xﬁq 23,000
| ! | :
™ 2 [ - o [ =] =] =| 2% anqufzaoc 22,000
: U
TOTALS |

9. COMVENTS = PHEN G : - i
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CYFICE OF THE INTULLIGENCE OFFICER ' Degel
STATION MR8 = APo BOY
Ve B. ARNY

87 Deconber 1044
SURSGTY  Ovew Comsents and Huggestions on Mesfon O GESRUMSTUIN, GHMMANY.
™ s Comsanding Uffieer, Station 128, AMO BO7, U5, Arwy.

1. Wnjor Alweh He Ohaponn, Group Lesder, wished to ovamond the Loed
and low dquadron alrplene comasnders fur ihe exeellent formmtion shey muine
Sedned on the boudb run.

s mjor dnapman alse stated that, at engine sine, no Juali-box M
been instailed Sfu che Jo=Fllot's posision, sud thet befure one be
and instelled, bis orew was la%e starting englaes and
Alse secowding o Chapren, the type of fros whieh
windshield of AL orvesnted a fils on she windehield which resiricted
bility elmost entlrely, e reconmended that eyeweghiefs be L
windehields well befure she A/ takes off,

B. fome orowensnbess were of ‘he opinfon theat the Ghe hase
ot buse were such as %o have warranted the formation he
a% susther aimirone.

s.m.m;.,mc.u % A/c 6500, veported sl
mlmmmm eleuned an bostk
wlm mlrw!noutdlbmmﬂn wne airborns,

Be Lt. Herman Tausig, Plet A/C 2007, reports that the Soilet in
8léth and 6RHth Bquipment wuliding €8 in & very wwmasivery conaition.

6. 1% Awdrey J, Sredley, Pilot A/0 GHL3, wes oritlesl of wiut he ssulled
she "poor saseably™ of the Oroup.

£
5

;
I

E
§§ %u
1 iaht b

:

i
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Mission § 184
27 Decarmber 1944

Office of the Operations Officer

Gperacions 07

40lst BOMBARDMENT GROUP (N)

612th BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (N)

ﬂﬂ.&.mnﬁ(l).mlﬁ.m.mm.

mﬂiillﬂil Es s8R LR N B B BN O O B s et ettt

..:mmm T, wmmmmm snssbess Trssssess
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SIX HUNDRED AND FOURTEENTH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H)
FOUR HUNDRED AND FIRST BOMBARDMENT GROUP (EH)
Office of the Uperations Ufficer
AAF Station ¥ 128
27 December 1944.
SUBJECT: loading List.

T0 1 Operations Officer, 40lst Bomb Gp (H), AAF Station ¥ 128, AFO  687.
i. The following is the Loading list for teday's mission.

-
£
§

P A MERCER, ELMER W, 614th Sq
C g jor CHAPMAN, ALVAH 7, JR, »
| Captain SMITH, CHARLES M. "
] 1st Lt. GASKINS, LESLIE E. "
B 1st Lt. KLEFISCH, THEODORE J. "
) 1st Ls. DRESBACH, JOEN T. »
RO T/5gt. Zubrickas, Joseph S. »
33 Sgt. Fowler, Cecil V, oy
6 ist Lt. HIBHERT, CARL D. .
WG 8/Pgt. Grasela, Edward B. .
PLANE 8369 Gl Shi

¥ ‘_ﬁrﬂ? HUBBELL, RICHARD 3. .
CP 2nd Lt GOULET, AMBROSE F. .
N 1st Lt. MOCRE, GEQRGE J. .
B 1st Lt. FLIEG, STANLEY W, "
RO T/igt. Pool, Clyde W, "
7 T/8gt. Ross, Richard D. »
¢ 5/5gt. Bell, W. 8. "
WG 8/5gt. Harris, John C. "
PLANE  42-97395

P . HARTSOCK, KENNETH J. .
CP 2nd Lt. RITCHEY, RALPH "
N lst Lt. PETTY, ROBERT J. ¢
B 2nd Lt. DODGE, RDCHARD A. "
RO Sgt. Dee, Harold E, "
7 Sgt. Browne, Vincent "
BT Sgt. Mendes, Frauk C. v
TG Sgt. Anderson, Donald 5. "
WG Sgt. Strukel, Joseph J. -
PLANE 42-97602

P 15 Lt. MAYS, HAL C, .
cP lst Lt. LIVINGSTON, HERMAN "
N 1st Lt. KOSKI, MATTHEW F. "
B 1st Lt. SCHAEFER, ROBERT L, .
RO Bayes, Willie J, .
b 1/8gt. Gay, Clifford E, "
BT ) Cole, William I, "
76 8/sgt. Monacells, Joseph L. Jr. "
We 8/8gt. Wilson, Billy J. .
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PLANE 42-97322

5 . ST. AUBYN, GLENN H, 614th 8q
cP 2nd Lt, SPELLMAN, JOHN W. »
X F/0 KAHN, CHARLES o
] F, CROSSMAN, ELMER B, -
RO 8/sgt. Tompkins, Harry A. i
oy . Dearborn, R.

BT S/d‘to H“WW| Gustave W, n.
G- I/Aﬂ Hickey, “ereld J. -
“ 8 ‘t. wq) m '.

PLANE 42-39012

g T BB COLE, JOHN 8. JR. "
CP 2nd Lt, THOMPSON, WALLACE .
| 2nd it. HANSON, CLIFFORD M. "
B F/o BUTLER, THOMAS H, .
RO Sgt. Crespi, Ralph I, .
7 sgt. Allex, Marvin L. -
BT Sgt. rig.eg Crawford ¥, »
TG Bgt. Smith, Relph H, w
WG 8/3gt. ke Clure, s Re ‘.
PLANE 42-107161

ra . MORTON, WALTER L. »
cP F/0 LOCKE, KENT W. .
N 2nd Lt, PINK, JACK T. "
B 2nd Lt. HELMS, CHARLES,L, v
RO 8/8gt. Hickey, Robert E. "
7 s//gt. Block, Joseph R. .
BT 8, o Powers, Willard B. »
G 8/igt. Whittington, Charles S. »
we 8/5gt. Bruschwein, Douglas B. o
FIANE  44-6464

P 1st Lt. FONDREN, JOHN 2, "
cP 2nd Lt. VIA, JAMES C. "
N ¥/0 CUYNE, JOHN T. »
B 2nd Lk, FACKRELL, JESSE L, "
RO - IIHICI. m We "
T 8/%gt. Brobst, Clyde J. .
BT 8/sgt. VWiickline, John H. »
6 8/5gt. Wilbers, Herman E, »
WG 8/Sgt. Youmans, Henry A. .
PLANE 44-6508

F TN KING, MYRON L. »
cP 2nd Lt. SWEENEY, WILLIAM J, .
' M m. m. m I -R. i
CTG 3/sgt. Fyne, Kobert E. .
RO Sgte Le Vitoe, M"' A. .
7 Sgte Pavles, Ernest 8, »
BY 8gt. Reinoehl, Philip A. .
16 Sgte Atkinson, George E. Jr. "
WG 8gte Speelnan, K. Hampton "
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WL ASVE

Office of the Staff Veather Officer
11’0957. Us 5. Army

' 27 December 19l
WEATHER INTERROGATION SUMMARY FOR MISSION OF 27 DECEMBER 194k,

TAKE-OFF: 084, MNil low cloud, Trace of altooumulus at 12,000', Nil high
cloud, Visibility 1500 yds, in mist.

ﬁugomlgam ll mamm mu::-g_;&m'
d-g. min, .wme miles
l. p-uund znlhn ﬁ:ﬁ:n‘.‘.” "zMu-
Pm umwmmmd. Vertical visibili:
over the continent.

TARGET: Gerolstein at 1205. Clear., Horisontal visibility unrestricted, Ver-
tical visibility 20-25 miles.

ROUTE BACK: Clear, beceming 12000 the chanpel
' arinad eet ’{3%/{5‘ e - nhuha.ooo'

clear over cirrus in the base area at

masmmm-mwmmu%m
m-w.m over England,

BASE ON RETURN: Mwmandzh 2/10 eirrus at about 22,000',

Visibility 1200 yds, %o 1000 yards as last ships were returning.

REMARKS: Nil céntrails, No icing. about . :

mmm' 3-3h at 23 é:" w:mnj-hmhzw

thm\ﬂ.ohd nu ;mmmnn.m 125 deg. at

mn.

m...

CONFIDENTIAL
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61274 BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H)
4018T BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
OFFICE OF THE ENGINEBRING OPFICER
STATION 128
APO 567
26 December 1944

SUBJECT: Battle Damage Report

TOs Bngineering Officer, 40lst Bombardment Group (H)
Station 128, APO 657, V.5, Army

1. The following is the battle damage report for the airplanes
operated by this squadron on the combat missions completed betwoen the
19 of December and this date.

44=6806 1, Plak hole vertical stabiliszer at center rudder hinge,
2. Flak hole in left side of fuselage opposite main
entrance doors,
8. Flak hole in left outer wing panel-Sta. # 29,
4. Flak hole in leading edge of left wing tip.
6. Flak hole in leading edge of right wing butt fairing.

6. Flak hole in leading edge of right outer wing panel-
punctured # 6 Tokio.

44=81563 1. Negative _
43-37628 1. Flak hole in teil gunner's window.
2. Flak hole in right side of vertical stabilizesd next
to lower fairing,.

8. Flak hole in vertical stabilizer midway,
4., Flak hole behind right waist window,
6. Flak hole in inboard side of # 4 necelle.
6. Plak hole in # § Intercodler airduct,

7.Flak hole in nose section of §@ enginepjengine change.

4358641 1. Flek hole in vertical fin at Sta, # 7.
2. Flak hole in right horizontal stabilizer-leading edge
midway.
43-38733 1. Negative.
42-106992 1. Plak hole in right side of rudder-Sta # 7, Out leading

edge. HEntered trailing efge of vertical fin,
2. Flak hole in bottom of left & wing-Sta # 7. Out top.

43=38680 le Flak hole in bottom right side of fuselage-Sta # s6.
2. Flak hole in right side of fusealge.-Sta # 2;Cut Heatin
Ducte
3. Flak hole in bottom of right wing-Sta # 14;cut Flap Rod
in ﬂl‘.-‘hﬂl‘h’.
4. Flak hod# in bottom right side of rudder.-Out left side
S, Plak hole in left landing light.

42-31662 1. Negative
42-39993 1. Negative
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BATTLE DAMAGE REPORT FOR 26 DECEMBER 44 (continued)

AIRPLANE NO.
42-31891

BATTLE DAMAGE

)
20
3o

4o
6o

Flak hoie in top of left wing.-Trailing Edge.

Sta, # 24,-0ut bottom.

Flak l;olo in bottom ieading edge of left wing.
Sta. # 7.

Flak hole in bottom of left horizontal Stabliizer=-
Sta. # 130,

Hole in right wing tip.

Flak hole in bottom of right flap.-Sta. # 7

Capt, Air Corps
Engineering Officer
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